Association of IgA multiple myeloma with pre-existing disease.
A retrospective analysis of 153 patients with multiple myeloma was performed for evaluation of the possible significance of pre-existing disease. 37% of the group had no significant antecedent disorder. The most common prior illnesses were peptic ulcer disease and gallbladder disease. Of 12 patients in the group who had prior biliary tract disease and for whom immunoelectrophoretic studies were available, eight (66.7%) had IgA paraproteins. This figure is statistically higher (P less than 0.01) than the 14.1% prevalence of IgA paraproteins in those myeloma patients without biliary disease. Of 20 individuals with IgA myeloma, only two had no significant antecedent disease. The rest had primarily chronic biliary, peptic ulcer, other gastrointestinal or respiratory tract inflammatory diseases. We conclude that prior inflammatory gastrointestinal, pulmonary, and, particularly, biliary disease may be implicated in the pathogenesis of the IgA subset of multiple myeloma.